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LOUIS AGAIN

TO THE  KING OF HOLLAND

FINKENSTEIN, April 4,1807.

I HAVE received your letter of March 24. You say that
you have 20,000 men with the Grand Army. You don't
really believe it? Why, there are not 10,000 of them; and
what men! It is soldiers you must produce, not counts,
marshals, and knights. If you go on like this, the Dutch will
laugh at me.

Your government is more like that of a monk than of a
king. Royal benevolence should be redolent of the palace,
not of the cloister. Nothing could be worse than all these
journeys to the Hague, unless it is this Inquiry you ate
having made all over your kingdom. A king gives orders,
he does not ask anyone to do anything. He is supposed to
be the fountain of power, and to have such resources that
he need never draw on another's purse. But all these fine
distinctions are beyond your comprehension.

I recall certain ideas about the re-establishment of the
nobility, as to which I am still not at all clear. Am I to
suppose that you have lost your head over this point, and
forgotten your obligations to me ? Your letters are always
talking of obedience and of respect; but it is deeds I want,
not words. Respect and obedience consist in not going so fast
in such important matters without my advice: for European
opinion cannot imagine you so undutiful as to take action
without first asking what I advise. I shall be obliged to
disown you. I asked for the document about the re-establish-
ment of the nobility. You must expect some public expres-
sion of my serious displeasure.

Don't make any naval expedition: it is too late in the year.
Recruit National Guards to defend your country. Pay off
my troops. Levy plenty of national conscripts. A prince
who gets a reputation for good nature in the first year of his
reign, is laughed at in the second. The love that kings inspire
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